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forces. Given the first two, the third is of crucial importance.
Such equality is paralysing to any form of government,
whether it be a national coalition, a combination of left-
wing parties, or a social democratic majority. So long
as it continues and no better form of government is found,
the state is at the mercy of blind upheavals caused by some
instinct of self-preservation, by the defence of threatened
privileges, and by the aspirations of classes that have been
upset and thrown out of gear by the depression. By abandon-
ing the attempt to gain a solution by legal methods, the
working classes turn to the creation of a 'second power',
within the state and opposed to it; the bourgeoisie then
has recourse either to e reactionary transformation of the
state' or to fascist violence.
Amongst the general conditions of fascism that should be
mentioned is the existence of a kind of c climate ', a special
atmosphere of excitement and frenzy ; this is so indis-
pensable, both before and after victory, that the party
leaders have to strain every nerve to keep it up. In this
atmosphere all reactions are strained, all sense of proportion
is distorted, and ordinary standards vanish. Psychological
shock becomes as necessary as drugs to an addict. Delirium
is exalted as normality. Fascism cannot be dismissed as
mere war psychosis (any more than the Commune could
be dismissed as a 6ji£vre obsidionale ') ; the history of fascism,
however, is one of the most remarkable and disturbing
chapters of social pathology.
Fascism finds its chief support in the post-war middle
class, whose main characteristics we have just described.
Must fascism, therefore, be defined as a middle-class move-
ment taken up and exploited by reactionary capitalism ?
There is much truth in this definition, but it cannot be
accepted without reservations. The social significance of
a movement is not entirely decided by its social make-up.
Although most of the supporters of fascism are recruited
from the middle classes, its first historic role is that of the
exterminator of working-class parties and syndicates.
Afterwards, whatever its pretensions or its supporters, it

